
“In Sufficiency!”	 Sunday, July 8, 2018 
2 Corinthians 12:1-10

- Don’t underestimate the sufficiency of what you have from God! 
• Last week we heard from Jeremiah in Lamentations that in spite of any struggle or 

suffering endured in this life, our hope in Christ is more than enough.

• Being grace-filled people doesn’t always equate to being graceful people…


- We tend to identify success, good health, and prosperity with being #blessed by God.

- We struggle to see how God blesses us in the midst of struggle, sickness, and grief.

- We can be less than graceful in how expressing how God has filled us with His grace!


• The people of God have always underestimated the sufficiency of what He has provided.

- Sufficiency is supplied in everything we need!

• Paul could boast on his transformation from zealous enemy of God to ardent apostle of 

the Gospel… 
…yet in that same hope as Jeremiah, Paul finds sufficiency in suffering a persistent ‘thorn 
in his flesh.’

“So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the 

revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh…” (2 Corinthians 12:7) 
• When prayers to be kept comfortably uncomfortable are answered we experience buyer’s 

remorse!

- That’s not what I ordered, send it back!

- This isn’t the right size…

- I’m not even sure what to do with this!


• For everything that we think we need God says “My grace is sufficient for you…”

- Be content with the sufficiency of your weaknesses in Christ! 
• What we see as weakness, God makes powerful!


- The brokenness of our backstory becomes a platform to proclaim God’s power.

- Nothing is without purpose or plan, but enacted with intentionality according to the 

grace of God!

- God’s grace is sufficient, even when our strength is not.


• God’s grace shows up in the most unexpected places!

“But Ananias answered, ‘Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has 
done to your saints at Jerusalem. And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all 
who call on your name.’ But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine 

to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. 
For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.’” (Acts 9:13-16) 

• When we are weak in our flesh, we are strong in Christ!


